This is a critical abstract of an economic evaluation that meets the criteria for inclusion on NHS EED. Each abstract contains a brief summary of the methods, the results and conclusions followed by a detailed critical assessment on the reliability of the study and the conclusions drawn.
Analysis of effectiveness
The principal (intention to treat or treatment completers only) used in the analysis of the effectiveness was not explicitly specified. The primary health outcome used was success rate and rate and nature of complications. The success rate was defined as a stone-free state or residual fragments less than 2mm after the operation. A plain abdominal radiograph was used in order to obtain estimates of the success rate. The complications were observed by means of excretory urography, ureteroscopy or both, performed between 1 and 3 months for patients with an iatrogenic ureteral perforation and those observed to have a ureteral stricture before the operation.
Effectiveness results
The total success rate for EHL was 98% (84% for the primary success and 14% after complementary SWL). The complication rate was 9% and all complications wereminor perforations of the urethra managed by internal stenting. There were no significant ureteral strictures in these patients or the three patients with an observed apparent stricture below the calculi before the manipulation, during follow up.
Clinical conclusions
Using semirigid ureteroscopy associated with electrohydraulic lithotripsy (EHL) is a safe, convenient, and effective device in the treatment of upper ureteral calculi.
Outcomes assessed in the review
The success rate was the main outcome assessed in the review.
Study designs and other criteria for inclusion in the review
Not reported.
Sources searched to identify primary studies
Criteria used to ensure the validity of primary studies
Methods used to judge relevance and validity, and for extracting data
Number of primary studies included
Five studies were used as the references in the extraction of effectiveness results related to the comparator (SWL).
Methods of combining primary studies
Investigation of differences between primary studies
Results of the review
The success rate attributed to in situ SWL with Dornier HM3 machines was between 72 to 98%. The corresponding
